
President’s Message

Greetings Orchid Lovers,

Despite our technical problems with the NBG speakers 
for the May meeting, we had a good first try at the 
hybrid meeting. Carri Raven-Reimann of the 
OrchidPhile provided some great info about using New 
Zealand sphagnum moss as a planting medium. Of 
course, her focus was around the moss for Phalaenopsis
orchids, but she also provided good information for 
those who mount the orchids. I, for one, certainly 
learned some new information and techniques, and 
particularly valued the potting video. Seems that no 
matter how long we have been growing orchids, there is
always something new to learn.

Our June meeting will be our annual picnic and 
member plant auction. There will not be a show table 
for this meeting. The meeting will start at 1:00PM 
and be located in the Rose room in the main 
building. It is all the way to the end of the hall to the 
right of the main entrance. It is easier to enter at the far 
end of the building near the rose garden. Please bring a 
dish to share – main course, salads and/or deserts. 
Please do not bring items in plastic containers, so we 
can abide by NBG rules. Hospitality Committee will 
provide paper goods and drinks. Our meeting will start 
with the meal, followed by our business meeting and 
then the auction.

We will also induct our newly elected Officers and 
Trustees. Our members’ plant auction will be held after 
the business meeting portion. Members will receive 
75% and TOS will get 25% of the sale price. There is a 
limit of 5 plants per member to be auctioned. This is 
usually a great way to sell excess plants and support the
society at the same time. Over the years, I have found
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2021-2022 Schedule

6/5:  Membership Picnic & Auction
8/28:  Lawrence Zettler
10/2:  Membership donated auction
11/6:  Kelly McCracken – High Desert Orchids

Officers
President Albert Bennett
Vice President Sandra Cross
Secretary Louise Roesser

Treasurer Barbara MacKechnie   
Past President Jamie Krochmal

Trustees
2019-2022 – Matt Weston, Dori Iwanowski
2020-2023 – Pat Coderre, Roberta Lewis
2021-2024 – Peney Williams, Richard Palley

Volunteers
AOS Rep Louise Roesser
Auction Jamie Krochmal
Budget Barbara MacKechnie
Conservation Richard Palley
Door Prize Nell Drees
Education Patsy Temple, Frank Drew
Table Judging Dori Iwanowski
Exhibits Frank Drew
Historian Kathy & Don Greaser
Hospitality Jeanette Spreeman,

Pat Coderre, Judy 
Hyszczak

Library Kathy & Don Greaser
Membership Patsy Temple, Roberta

Lewis, Peney Williams
Newsletter Ellen Hansen
Program Sandra Cross
Publicity Dori Iwanowski
Sales Table Dorothy Gilliam,

Peggy Rogers
Sunshine Cynni & Red Taylor

Webmaster Paul Chung          
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that there are lots of great plants available at really 
good prices at this auction.

As this will be my last meeting as President this term.
I want to thank all those who have served as officers 
and trustees during my time in office. The pandemic 
has created some difficult challenges for all of us in 
the Society and I thank all members for their support 
and participation. I hope the virtual meetings were 
satisfactory and valued.

Regards and Happy Growing!
Bert
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        http://www.tidewaterorchidsociety.org

An AOS Affiliated Society

Tidewater Orchid Society is a 501(c)(3) organization 

   

   
   Would you like photos of your flowering        
  orchids included in the monthly newsletter      
                         photo gallery?  

    Members can post pictures in the Facebook  
    group and I will download them from            
    there. (Note, I cannot use video or 3D           
    images).

    Or, you may email your photo as an               
   attachment to Ellen Hansen.  Refer to your     
   roster for the email address.

    Please remember to include your name and   
    your plant’s name.  Thank you!
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TIDEWATER ORCHID SOCIETY
Minutes

Membership Meeting
May 1, 2022

The May membership meeting was brought to order by President Bert Bennett at 2:20pm at the Norfolk 
Botanical Garden.

Bert introduced our guest speaker via Zoom Carri Raven Riemann with Orchid Phile. Her talk was titled 
“DeMystifying New Zealand Sphagnum Moss” and was well received.

Business meeting followed with the announcement of the passing of former member Mitzi Lipford. 
Family asked that donations be made to the TOS in her honor.

Beginner classes will begin meeting at the Virginia Tech Research Station on Diamond Springs Road. Last
class for the year will be on Saturday, May 14th at 10:00am.

Patsy Temple introduced guests and new members.

Next TOS meeting will be our June 5th picnic and auction. We will meet in the Rose Hall Garden room, 
NBG at 1:00pm. This is a potluck event and members donated auction. More details to follow.

Meeting was adjourned at 3:30.

Minutes submitted by Louise Roesser

____________________________________________________________________________________

Plato Mathew’s Recipe for Cypress Mulch Potting Medium (shared by Paul Chung):

First you would need to buy a 2 cubic feet bag of cypress mulch from a garden center (Lowe’s and Home 
Depot are inexpensive.)  Add one 5-gallon bucket of good, horticultural grade peat moss to mulch. Dry 
Mix well.

Next add ½ of a 5-gallon bucket of perlite medium or larger size (You may need to adjust to your watering
regimen.) Dry Mix well again.

Pot your plants as you normally would and water thoroughly. With the unused portion, seal the container 
and store in a cool dry area.

Plato’s watering regimen: Water the plants up to four times with fertilizer mixture (four watering periods/ 
cycles) , then on the fifth watering use water only to flush pot of any salt build-up.
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_______________________________________________________________________________

Thinking of joining the AOS (American Orchid Society)? There are many benefits to joining.
Here are a few:

    • Monthly Orchid Magazine which includes great articles & a gallery of AOS awarded plants
    • Webinars are internet-connected audiovisual presentations from industry experts which you can view

live or later at your leisure.
    • OrchidPro (95k+ photos) a program which includes the history & description of many awarded

plants
    • Popular Orchid Care Articles

    • And More
The AOS supports educational opportunities, orchid conservation & research & world-class awards &

judging system. Membership is $79 per year ($54 for digital only). For more information go to aos.org.
______________________________________________________________________________
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Kaplan-Bulbophyllum bicolor

John Zukosky-Blc Carl Hausermann

D.E. Wittkower-Brassidium Golden Gamine 'White
Knight' AM/AOS

Ellen Hansen-Phragmipedium Gary Baker
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Sandra Cross-Paphiopedilum Prime Child

Kaplan-Cattleya lobata

John Zukosky-Lc Dorothy Fiene 'Spring Fever'
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Kathy Greaser-Brassavola Cattleya Daffodil

Kaplan-Paphiopedilum Avalon Magic

John Zukosky-Dendrobium spectabileLouise Roesser-Zygopabstia Dragon Kitten 'Purr'
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D.E. Wittkower-Phragmipedium Fritz Schomburg

Kaplan-Chysis bractescens

D.E. Wittkower-Vanda Hollis Presnell

Ellen Hansen-Phrgmipedium hirtzii
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Photos courtesy of Don Greaser

Our Historian, Don Greaser, has been sifting through old TOS documents and discovered that the
first TOS Board meeting was held May 13, 1966.  So Happy Birthday TOS – you are 56 years

young!
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The Welcoming Committee

Hospitality table

Member plant sales table

Member plant show table

Signing up new members!

Speaker Carrie Raven-Reimann

Mingling after the meeting

Member plant sale table


